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This assembly was held in the Rainbow Best Western Hotel, Chil liwack BC  on 

Wednesday May 20  & Thursday May 21, 2016 .  

 

I, Right Illustrious Companion Jerry W. Kopp, Grand Recorder of Cryptic Rite 

Masons of Western Canada, Royal & Select Masters do hereby attest the 

contents on the following pages are a true and accurate transcript of the 
seventy - eighth  Grand Convocation held at Chilliwack, British Columbia on 

May 22 ï 21, 2016  

 

 

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

In testimony , whereof I have appended my 

official signature and affixed the seal of the 

Grand Council of Cryptic Rite Masons of 

Wester n Canada, R & S.M. at , Calgary, 

Alberta this 15 day of September 2016  

Jerry W. Kopp 
 (RIC Jerry W. Kopp ï Grand Recorder)  
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Ceremonial Opening ï Friday May 20,  2016  

MIGM David Grange and officers were invited into the Grand Council and the 

proceeded to declare ñby the power in me vested by the Grand Council of 

Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada, Royal and Select Masters, I declare 

this informal session duly o pened in formò. 

Introduction of invited guests:  

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of British Columbia & Yukon  ï MEC Tony 

DôEramo ï Grand First Principal  

Allied Masonic D egrees ï Right Venerable Bro Al astair Ross ï Grand Senior 

Warden  

Order of Secret Monitors ï Most Worthy Bro ther  Ed Wilson ï Grand Master  

Sovereign Great Priory of Canada ï Eminent Knight Bob MacDonald 

representing the Provincial Priory  

Knight Templar Prie st -  Right Eminent Knight Len Pickell ï Grand 

Superintendent.  

York Rite Sovereign C ollege of North America -  Grand District Governor ï Alex 

Hart.  

International Order of Jobôs Daughter -  Sister Kelly  Hosegawa   

Cryptic Rite Masons of Eastern Canada R & Select Masters ï RIC Peter Devlin 

ï Past Grand Inspector General.  

Ancient & Accepted Scot tish Rite ï Illustrious Michael Norberry ï representing 

the Deputy of British Columbia & Yukon  

General Grand Council of Cryptic Rite Masons ï Right Illustrious Companion 

Bryan D. Bechler ï Grand Aide -de-camp.  

St, Thomas of Acon ï Right Worthy Brother ï Jeremey Gomersall  

Royal & Select Masters of North Dakota ï Right Puissant George Bauder ï 

Deputy Grand Master North Central Region and Past Grand Master of South 

Dakota.  
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Royal & Select Masters of the State of Washington ï Right Illustrious 

Companion Steven Da zey ï Deputy Grand Master.  

MIGM remarked by thanking each for their attendance and noted that some 

have come great distances to be in attendance which is greatly appreciated.  

Flag Ceremony  

The following flags were presented with suitable tributes.  The fla g bears were 

officers of the Bethel Chapter #20 of Abbotsford, BC:  

 Emma Byrne -    Canadian Flag  
 Rachael Byrne -   USA Flag  
 Mia Fairburn -Wiebe -  Provincial Flag of British Columbia  

 Chloe Fairburn ï Wiebe -  Provincial Flag of Alberta  
 Rozanne McCulloch -  Provincial Flag of Saskatchewan  

 Tarra Cook -    Provincial Flag of Manitoba  
 Madison Berg -   Territory Flag of Yukon  

 RIC Ed Wilson -    Narrator of Ritual for each flag  
 
The Grand Master received each of the flags and placed each in the east as per the 

flag protocol.  The National Anthem was sung after the Canadian and USA flag 
presentation.  A momentary presentation was made to Bethel Chapter #20 along 

with a very complim entary appreciation for their service.  The Bethel was recognized 
with a round of applause and standing ovation.  
 

 

Greetings from Distinguished Guests  

 
MIGM then called upon several guests to bring greetings from their respective 

Masonic Concordant Bodies:  
 
Right Venerable Brother Al astair Ross ï Allied Masonic Degrees who represented the 

Grand Master Most Venerable Robert Turner.  
 

Sister  Kelly Hasegawa  ï representing International Order of Jobôs Daughters. 
 
Michael Norberry ï Ancient & Accepted Scot tish Rite ï representing the Provincial  
Deputy of British Columbia & Yukon  
 

 

Memorial Service  

 
The Memorial Service was under the direction of the RIC Joel Chiri ï Grand Chaplain 

of the Grand Council of Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada.  The service w as as 
follows:  

a.  Opening Prayer  
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Welcome Companions and guests, we have gathered at this time, to remember 
those of our Companions that have passed beyond this veil of tear s; W e have 

come together to commend them to Godôs keeping and to comfort those who 
mour n with our sympathy and with our love; in the hope , we share through 

the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

b.  Hear the Words of Our Savior  

ñCome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
And I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn of  

Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest  
Unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.ò 
 

c.  Hymn ï Near My Good to Thee  
 

d.  Laying of the Roses : After reading of the names of departed a rose was placed 
on the Altar in accordance with the district designations:  

BC Interior  

Zenith #16    Nil  
Cascade #18   Comp. Eugene Charles Stocking   4 JUN 2015  

 
BC Lower Mainland  

Zabud #1    RIC Alexander Simpson Rollo   12 MAR 2015  
    RIC Michael Patrick Raynor   11 AUG 2015  
Zarthan #7    Nil  

Zaphon #8    Nil  
 

BC Vancouver Island  
Alpha #11    MIC David Bridges Turner    23 FEB 2015  
Acme #14    Nil  

Adoniram #15   Comp. Robert Stanley Holcroft        SEP 2015  
    Comp. Stanley Cartwright Sage        OCT 2015  

 
Alberta  

Zadok #3    RIC Calvin Knox     15 MAY 2015  

Zohar #4    RIC Calvin Knox     15 MAY 2015  
    VIC M.E. Hill                  2015  

    Comp. John McMillan        2015  
    Comp. S.A. Milner         2015  
Alberta #5    IC Thomas Sefton Band    22 APR  2015  

 
Manitoba  

Cyrus #2    RIC Ivan  Leblanc     23 SEP 2015  
Brandon #10   Nil  
Portage #17   RIC Donald Wayne Beattie      2 JAN 2015  

 
Saskatchewan  

Saskatchewan #6  IC Alex J.Y. Guy     17 MAR 2015  
Zophiel #13    Nil  
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General  

For any Companions , we may have missed, the service personnel serving ove rseas 
in defense of this great nation as well as military, police and other home based 

personnel serving in protection of the Canadian People.  
 

e.  Scripture Reading ï John 11:21 -45  

f.  Sermon ï Theme ñGlass Coffinò 
g.  The Lordôs Prayer ï Mathew 6  

h.  Grand Chaplain ï f inal prayer  
ñThey shall not grow old as we who are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condem n, At  

The going down of the sun and in the morning.  
 WE SHALL REMEMBER THEMò 

i.  Benediction  
ñThe LORD bless thee, and Keep thee: 
The LORD make his  face shine upon thee,  

And be gracious unto thee:  
And give thee peace .ò 

 

Informal Closing  
 

MIGM David Grange thanked everyone for attendance, particularly the ladies and 
friends.  Thanked the Jobôs Daughter for the Flag Ceremony and RIC Joel Chiri for 

the Memorial Service.  He then declared the Informal Opening closed and reminded 
the Companions  the Formal Opening of the Assembling will be tomorrow morning at 

8:30 AM Sharp.    
Formal Opening  

Saturday May 21, 2016  

 
Official Opening by MIC David Grange at 8:30 AM.  Gr and Council of RIC Richard 

Laronde in their respective chairs.  Distinguished ques ts were introduced, Grand First 
Principal of Royal Arch Masons ï MEC Tony DôEramo; Right Venerable Brother A listair 

Ross ï Allied Masonic Degrees; Order Secret Monitor ï Grand Master Ed Wilson; 
Sovereign Great Priory ï Provincial Priory ï Bob MacDonald; Kn ight Templar Priest ï 
Right E mnient Knight ï Grand Superintendent Len Pickell; York Rite College ï Grand 

District Governor Alex Hart; Royal & Select Masters of Eastern Canada ï RIC Peter 
Devlin ï Past GIG; Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite ï Illustrious Mic hael Norberry; 

General Grand Council ï MIC Bryan D. Bechler; St. Thomas of Acon ï Right Worthy 
Brother Jeremy Gomersall; Royal & Select Masters of North Dakota ï Right Pussant 
George Bauder ï Deputy Grand Master North Central region; Royal & Select Masters  

of Washington ï Right Illustrious Companion Steven Dazey ï Deputy Grand Master 
and Most Excellent Companion Brian Bechler ï Past Grand First Principal of Royal 

Arch Masons of Washington.  
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Preliminary Report of the Credentials Committee  

No. of Councils in this Jurisdiction    16  

No. of Councils represented today    14  
No. of Companions registered from Jurisdiction  48  
No. of Companions registered outside Jurisdiction    1 

No. of TIMs Registered        3 
No. of DGM Registered        1 

No. of PCWs registered        1 
No. of PTIMs registered      20  
No. of Past Grand Masters Registered      4 

No. of Grand Council Officers registered   14  
No. of Grand Representatives Registered                10  

Total No. of Companions registered    49  
 

As per Article 8(a) the number of  Councils represented is greater 10  or  50% plus one 

and therefore the Grand Assembly meets the requirement of a quorum and can 
proceed legally.   

 
2015 - 2016 Grand Council Officers in attendance  

 

  Grand Master    MIC David Grange (7)  
  Immediate Past Grand Master  MIC Donald Murray (5)  

  Deputy Grand Master   RIC Richard Laronde (10)  
  Grand Principle Cond. Of Work  RIC Robert Turner (6)  
  Grand Treasurer    RIC Donald McMillan (12)  

  Grand Recorder    RIC Ed Wilson (12)  
  GIG ï Alberta    RIC George Tapley (3)  

  GIG ï BC Lower Mainland   RIC Anthony Brown (7)  
  GIG Vancouver Island   RIC Robert McLellan (11)  
  Grand Chaplain    VIC Joel Chiri (15)  

  Grand Conductor of Council  VIC Neil Marsh (7)  
  Grand Organist    VIC Marvyn Rogers (4)  

  Grand Marshall    VIC John Maloney (5)  
  Grand Steward ï Alberta   VIC Jerry W. Kopp (3)  
  Grand Steward ï BC Interior  VIC Albert Swityk (18)  

  Grand Steward ï BC Van Island  VIC Daniel McCoy (11)  
  Grand Sentinel    VIC Roy Friis (8)  

  

Minutes/Proceedings of 2015  

I, VIC Jerry W. Kopp ï Acting Grand Recorder move that the minutes as 

contained in the 2015 proceedings of this Grand Council be adopted as 

presented.  Seconded by RIC Jimmy Catala.  
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Grand Master asked for any errors or omissions or questions.  There being no 

questions the comp anions voted in favour of the minutes/proceedings.  Motion 

therefore is CARRIED.  

Grand Master then turned the gave l over to the Grand Deputy  Master , whilst 

the Grand Master presents his report.  

Report of the Grand Master  

I would like to thank the companion s and visitors for attending this 2016 

Grand Convocation here in Chilliwack.  

It shows the dedication that you all have for Cryptic Rite Masons R & S. Master 

of Western Canada.  

During my year , I was able to visit with 15 out of the 16 Councils.  I was 

unabl e to visit with Zohar Council #4 in Edmonton due to high winds at 

Abbotsford airport and all flights were cancelled.  

I was able to attend Royal Arch Convocations in Saskatchewan, Alberta and 

British Columbia and also represented Cryptic Rite Masons at the Annual 

Communication of the Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon.  

I can say I have enjoyed all my visits and the hospitality and friendships from 

all the Councils was very rewarding.  

My thanks go  to all the Companions and Officers for all your support  during 

this past year.  To the Committee who has arranged this Convocation, thank 

you and I know you have worked hard.  

Companions let us all enjoy this  weekend and have fun doing it.  

MIC David Grange  ï Grand Master 2015/2016  

Motion carried to approve address and refer to GM Review Committee.  

Deputy Grand Master Report for 2015 - 2016  

Companions, 2015 started off with an excellent session hosted  by our 

Companions in Alberta.  Camrose , AB  is always an excellent place to meet, 

make new friends and become reacquainted with many friends not seen for 

some time.  
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I had the pleasure of accompanying MIC David Grange on a few of his visits 

to a number of jurisdictions and Councils:  

1.  Grand Chapter RA M Saskatchewan May 29 & 30 2015 Saskatoon.  

2.  Saskatchewan Council #6 ï June 5 & 6 2015 Regina.  

3.  Cyrus Council #2 ï November 16, 2015 ï Winnipeg.  

4.  Portage Council #17 & Brandon Council #10 ï November 17, 2015 in 

Portage La Prairie.  

I was able to represent our G rand Master at the following events:  

1.  Grand Lodge of Manitoba ï June 5 & 6, 2015 ï Winnipeg  

2.  Grand Chapter RAM Manitoba ï April 22 & 23, 2016 ï Winnipeg  

On July 12, 2015 Brandon Council #10 hosted ñThe Floating of the Arkò at 

Spear Lake located just outside of Russell, Manitoba.  It was a fun time to 

Have a great fish fry with our Families and Masons/York Rite and Prospective 

Masons.  

I was able to accompany our GIG Vic Bryll on two of his three official visits:  

1.  Portage Council #17 ï September 14, 2015  

2.  Brandon  Council #10 ï December 5, 2015  

I look forward to meeting with all the Companions at our Grand Assembly i n 

Chilliwack, BC on May 20 & 21 , 2016.  

Respectfully submitted, R.I.C Richard Laronde ï Deputy Grand Master 2015 ï 

2016.  

Grand Master invited MEC Tony D ôEramo ï Grand First Principal to bring 

greetings on behalf of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of British 

Columbia and the Yukon.  

Condition of the Rite 2015 - 2016 of R & SM Western Canada  
Information extracted from Grand Inspector General Reports  

 

As in prior years  the Grand Inspectors General (GIG) have fulfilled their 

respective duties in a first manner.  Most have reported and it would appear 

the fraternity is doing well in most instances.  Following is a synopsis of the 

reports from each of their respective districts:  
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BC LOWER MAINLAND ï RIC Anthony Brown.   This GIG re - located from 

the Lower Mainland to the interior BC and no reports have been received.  

However , from personal experience and residing in the district myself, I can 

report that the tw o Councils Zarathan #7 and Zaphon #8 are doing relatively 

well.  Both have a good slate of officers and the ritual work in each is well 

done and in accordance with the prescribed ritual.  

BC VANCOUVER ISLAND ï RIC Rob McLellan  ï Visited the Councils on a 

regular schedule and reported well on each visit.  

Alpha Council #10  ï At least three visits to this Council.  The 

attendance was sparse but the work was well done and the Council 

seems to be holding its own but does need new me mbers.  Election of 

officers revealed many re - treads.  Suggestion t consider amalgamating 

with Adoniram Council #15.  

Acme Council #14  ï Again attendance left something to be desired, 

but the officers did as well as could be under the circumstances.  Degree  

work was relatively well done with some reading and some memory 

work.  Membership is lacking and Council does require new members.  

Adoniram Council #15 ï It would appear this Council can no longer 

sustain its existence because of lack of members.  Decisio n was reached 

to consider handing in its Charter at Grand Council.   NB NOTE: Adoniram 

Companions, at the Grand Council Executive Meeting on the afternoon 

of May 20, 2016, expressed the desire to continue as a Council, there 

has been activity with respect t o membership growth and significant 

enough to carry on.  

BC INTERIOR ï RIC Brian Stringer ï No Report  

ALBERTA ï RIC George Tapley  ï visited all Councils and reported well on 

each visit.  Attended installations and degree work in various Councils.  

Zadok Coun cil #3  ï Degree was conferred on one visit and installation 

and investiture on another visit.  Both went well with the GIG 

participating.  Generally , meetings were well attended with the ritual 

work being well done.  

Zohar Council  #4 ï The records of this C ouncil are somewhat 

disorganized.  The GIG had to make several requests to obtain any 
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information and the Council has been remiss in submitting annual 

returns in a timely manner, although they are currently up - to -date for 

this year.  No candidates in 2015,  although had six applicants but 

unfortunately all rescinded and did not choose to have the degrees 

conferred.  They are anticipating applicants in 2016.  

Alberta Council #5 ï Three visits to this Council and attendance 

generally well.  Election and install ation on one visit with GIG 

participating in the General Charge and Proclamation.  Executive 

meeting recommending the dues be increased from $30.00 to $50.00.  

Degree work was relatively well with some parts read and some from 

memory.  They are in need of candidates.  The GIG explained the Silver 

Trowel, Charitable  Foundation and the process of accepting candidates 

without balloting.  Some lack of enthusiasm for the latter and also about 

the efficiency of Councils who do not meet monthly.  

SASKATCHEWAN ï RIC Mark Millar ï Generally things are good in 

Saskatchewan although travel is a hindrance because of distance and weather.  

GIG visited both Councils and found all in order.  

Saskatchewan Council #6  ï No issues with this Council, well run with 

strong leadersh ip.  The records are well kept and in order.  As in other 

jurisdictions membership is in need of renewal and candidates required.  

Zophiel Council #13  ï Books are well kept and up - to -date.  The 

membership consists of a Past Grand Master and several past GIGs 

which provide lots of advice to the TIM and officers.  No problems 

detected with this Council.  

MANITOBA ï RIC Victor Bryll  ï Visited all Councils w ith some interim 

visitations.  

Cyrus Council #2  ï The degree of Select Master was conferred in a 

very professional manner.  Average attendance at this Council is 14 

which constitutes 50% of all members.  This Council is active and 

performing well with no no ticeable problems.  

Brandon Council #10  ï Records are maintained in good condition.  

Average attendance is only 7 and the Council is in need of new 

members.  The notice of this Council is combined with other York Rite 

orders which seem to work exceedingly w ell.  



15  

 

Portage Council #17 ï This Council had an attendance of 5 with 6 

visitors and is desperately in need of new companions to sustain itself.  

The SEM degree was conferred on candidates from both Brandon and 

Portage with both Councils part icipating.  The degree was performed 

well for the most part.  

RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand Recorder.  

The Grand Master asked the assembly if there were any questions and there 

being response, received the report as printed.  

Introduction of the Past Grand Masters  

GM:  Most Illustrious Sirs, as your name is called please assemble under the 

direction of the Grand Marshal.  Grand Recorder please read the names of the 

Past Grand Masters.   

Four Past Grand Masters assembled at the Altar they were :   

MIC R obert Taylor ï GM 200 6   
MIC Len Pickell ï GM 2007   

MIC Don Russell ï GM 2010  
MIC Don Murray ï GM 2014    

 

The Grand Master then directed that Grand Honours be given nine times under 

the director of the Grand Marshal.  The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand 

Master and the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work then ascended, greeted 

and thanked each for their attendance.  MIC Bob Taylor then spoke on behalf 

of the Past Grand Masters and thanked them for the warm welcome and 

extended full support to the future officers of the Crypt ic Rite Masons of 

Western Canada R and SM.  They also look forward to MIC David Grange 

joining their ranks.  

List o f Past Grand Masters Extended  Regrets  

 1993  S.F. Tickner  Council #6   Moose Jaw, SK  

 1997  D.H. Wilson   Council #13  Saskatoon, SK  
 2003  G.R.E. Tillotson  Council #11  Comox, BC  

 2009  D.  McDonald  Council #13  Saskatoon,  SK  
 2011  B.A. Richman  Council #7   Port Coquitlam, BC  
 2013  D. Appel   Council #6   Preeceville, SK  
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Reception and Introductions of Grand Inspectors General  

GM:  We will now have the rec eption of the Grand Inspectors General and as 

your name is called please advance to the Altar under the direction of the 

Grand Marshal.   

Grand Recorder called out the names of the Grand Inspectors General and in 

attendance were: RIC George Tapley ï Albe rta District and RIC Anthony 

Bro wn ï BC Lower Mainland.   The Grand Master direct ed that they receive 

Grand Honours seven times under the direction of the Grand Marshal.  The 

Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and the Grand Principal Conductor of the 

Work th en greeted the Grand Inspectors General at the Altar and thanked 

them for a good year and the support that they afforded the Grand Council.  

Grand Master called up Grand Master  ï Most Worthy Brother  Ed Wilson of the 

Order Secret Monitor to bring greetings a nd best wishes . 

Report of the Grand Treasurer  

The total income deposited during the March 01 2015 ï February 29, 2016 

fiscal year was $7614.00.  This does not include the $5000.00 GIC we had to 

cash to meet our expenses.  The total operating costs of $8630 .90 have 

resulted in a loss of $1016.90.  Our bank balance is $9973.64.  There are two 

Councils that have not paid their Annual Returns, and we have still bills to pay 

from last year.  If we continue on in this direction, we will be in big financial 

troubl e in 3 to 5 years.  

Respec t fully submitted, RIC Donald H. McMillian ï Grand Treasurer  

There be no questions of the Grand Treasurer, the Grand Master declared the 

report be received and printed accordingly in the Proceedings.  RIC Don 

McMillian moved seconded by RIC Ed Wilson that the Grand Treasurerôs Report 

be received.  CARRIED   

Greetings  were received from Sovereign Great Priory of Canada ï on behalf of 

Most Eminent Knight Gerald A. Riley.   

Report of the Grand Recorder  

This past year evolved with few major problems other than financial which is 

dealt with under separate heading and the fact that certain Councils fail to 

submit their annual returns in a timely manner.  Once again , I wish to thank 
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Council recorders for this assistance and support during the year.  In addition, 

the GIGs were most helpful and most submitted their reports in a timely and 

appreciated manner.  

In respect to membership the charts below identified as Chart #1 ï 2015 

Membership R & SM & Chart #2 ï 201 5 Membership RAM  clearly reveal 

the activities of each Council or Lodge.  

As in the past certain discrepancies are noted because of Council using a 

different starting figure.  All Councils have submitted their annual return this 

year.  Again, membership is a problem although we did seem too hold our 

own this year with less a loss that previous years. The subject of annual per 

capita must be examined and decisions made as to the rate of income for 

Grand Council.  

This is my last year and thus my last report as  Grand Recorder.  I have enjoyed 

my time in this position but it is now time to be replaced.  I am confident the 

Councils and Grand Council will offer the same degree of support to my 

successor, Jerry Kopp, as I received. I wish him well and wi ll assist hi m in any 

way I can. Fraternally: RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand Recorder.  

There being no questions of the Grand Recorder, the Grand Master received 

the report as presented and it will  be printed in the Grand Council proceedings.  

R & SM MEMBERSHIP FOR PERIOD ENDING  2015                        CHART #1  

Council  
Number  

Total  
2014  

 
Adm  

 
Aff  

 
Res 

 
With  

 
Susp  

 
Died  

Total  
2015  

Plus 
Minus  

01 Zabud  30  1     2 29  -2 

02 Cyrus  25  4     1 28  3 

03 Zadok  85  2 1  2 4 1 81  -4  

04 Zohar  106     3 3 4 96  -10  

05 Alberta  33  1     1 33  0 

06 Sask  36       1 35  -1 

07 Zarthan  34  1  1 2   34  0 

08 Zaphon  26   1   1  26  0 

10 Brandon  17        17  0 

11 Alpha  35     1 1 1 32  -3 

13 Zophiel  42     2   40  -2 

14 Acme  28  2 1   1  30  2 

15 Adoniram  18       2 16  -2 

16 Zenith  38     1   37  -1 

17 Portage  13       1 12  -1 

18 Cascade  18  3     1 20  2 

        563  -21  

Totals  584  14  3 1 11  10  15  563   
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RAM MEMBERSHIP FOR PERIOD ENDING 2015                            CHART #2  

RAM Lodges  
Number  

Total  
2014  

 
Adm  

 
Aff  

 
Res 

 
With  

 
Susp  

 
Died  

Total  
2015  

Plus 
Minus  

01 Pac Ocean  23  6     2 27  4 

04 Lk Winnipeg  24       1 23  -1 

03 Bowhaven  74  1   1 3 1 70  -4 

02 Alberta  92     3 3 4 82  -10  

05 Ararat  29  4     1 32  3 

06 Sask  28       1 27  -1 

07 Fraser River  27    1 2   26  -1 

08 Capilano River  26   1   1  26  0 

13 Lake What  15        15  0 

09 P August Lk  34     1 1 1 31  -3 

11 Lk Manitou  38     2   36  -2 

12 St of J de Fuca  24  2 1   1  26  2 

14 Thompson Rv  18       2 16  -2 

14A Crescent Rv  34  2   1   35  1 

17 Georgia Strait  12       1 11  -1 

18 Moyie Lake  17       1 16  -1 

        489   

Totals  51 5 15  2 1 10  9 15  49 9 -16  

 

INVENTORY  HELD BY G  COUNCIL AS OF APRIL 30 2016              CHART #3  

Past GM  apron (new) to assigned to MIC Grange 2016    1 
Past  GM collar with jewel one to assigned to MIC Grange 2016   2 
Past Gra nd Master collar no jewel       1 

Past GIG new apron         1 
Old Aprons various  conditions (Fair to poor)      22  

Royal Ark Mariner apron (good)        1 
Grand Of ficer apron (No insignia)       1 
Past TIM Jewels ( 2 new & one olde r in fair condition)    3 

Grand M arshal collar with Jewel        1 
Grand Captain of the Guard collar with jewel      2 

Various collars & jewels (Fair to good condition)     15  
New Apron Cases          3 
Box of old cases (Fair to poor condition)      1 

Past GIG Collars & jewel         22  
 

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FROM GRAND COUNCIL & PRICES   CHART #4  
 

1.  Annual Proceeding (1 copy & 1 disc to each Council ï no chg)  $7.50  

2.  CONSTITUTION, rule s & regulations      $7.00  
3.  R & SM Ceremony ritual with Dramatic Interpolations   $6.00  

4.  R & SM dramas (1961 ï Red)       $3.00  
5.  Installation R & SM         $3.00  
6.  Ceremony of Elevation of Installation of Commander Noah   $3.00  

7.  RAM Ceremony of Installation of Commander Noah    $3.00  
8.  Petition for degrees form        n/c  

9.  Petition for Royal Ark Mariner       n/c  
10. Past TIM Jewel ( + shipping costs)      $95.00  
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11. 25 year & 50 year pins        $20.00  
12. 50 year jewel         tba  

13. Dues Cards ï blank         n/c  
14. Past Grand Inspectors General Jewel      $75.00  

15. Order of the Silver Trowel (Includes Certificate & Jewel)   $40.00  
16. Replacement Silver Trowel       $10.00  
17. Grand Council, opening, closing & Installation Ceremony   $3.00  

 
18. Dispensation to form a new Council      $25.00  

19. Other dispensations        $5.00  
20. Warrant of Constitution        $50.00  
21. Replacement of Warrant of Constitution     $25.00  

22. Registration of  NEW Companion       $7.50  
23. Registration of AFFILIATED Companion     $5.00  

24. Annual per capita fees        $12.00  
25. Certificates (Companion, TIM, e tc)      $5.00  

 

26.Dispensation to form a new Royal Ark Marinerôs Lodge  $25.00*  
27. Other dispensation in RAM       $5.00  

28. Registration of NEW Brother       $7.50  
29. Replacement Certificate/Card       $5.00  

30. Registration (Affiliates to RAM)       $5.00  
*Cost of Printing Warrant  

 

Recognition of the Knights of the York Cross of Honour  

Grand Master gave the appropriate recognition to the Companions who are 

associated with the Knights of York Cross of Honour (KYCH).  He asked them 

to stand and be recognized, which was about 90% of the room.  He thanked 

them for their commitment to that invitation Masonic Body.  

Introduction of Thrice Illustr ious Masters  

The Grand Master called for the assembling of the serving Thrice Illustrious 

Masters at the Altar under the direction of the Grand Marshal.  In attendance 

and representing their Council were:  

  IC John Laing   Zabud Council #1  
  IC Peter Devlin   Alberta Council #5  
  IC John Young   Zaphon Council #8  

  IC Colin Hart    Alpha Council #11  
  IC Brian Meech   Acme Council #14  

  IC Kim Willmer   Zenith Council #16  
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GM:  Thrice Illustrious Masters you are the back -bone of our Order& your dedication 
& zeal is much appreciated by all Companions.  You are a most welcome sight at this 

Grand Assembly & I thank each for your attendance.  
 

Grand Master asked the Grand Marshal to lead the assembly in Grand Honours 3X.  
Grand Master and Council then proceeded to the Altar, shook hands with each of the 
TIMs and a private word with them and then directed the Grand Marshal to seat them.  

 

Report of the Grand Executive Committee 2015 - 2016  

GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC RITE MASONS OF WESTERN CANADA, R & SM 

ï MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE  MEETING FRIDAY MAY 20, 2016 AT 3:00 PM AT 

THE RAINBOW BEST WESTERN HOTEL CHILLIWACK, BC  

The meeting was called to order by RIC Richard Laronde ï Deputy Grand Master ï 

Chairman of the Executive Committee at 3:00 PM.  RIC Laronde referred to the 2015 

Execut ive Committee Meeting Minutes and following items were addressed as 

business arising from the minutes:  

1.  Apron Cases: Three apron cases are in stock and in the possession of the Grand 

Recorder.  These cases are to be distributed to MIC David Grange, RIC Rich ard 

Laronde and RIC Robert Turner once they have been located on the transfer 

to VIC Jerry W. Kopp.  

2.  Wrong Emblems: RIC George Tapley pointed out that the broken triangle is 

wrong on our correspondence and jewels.  The broken portion is to on the base 

of th e left side looking at the jewel.  He further pointed out that the sword is 

an American symbol and is not part of insignia.  

3.  GIG Jewels: RIC John Maloney has purchased 30 GIG Jewels with collars and 

the selling price is $75.00 per collar and jewel.  The col lar and jewels have 

been transferred to VIC Jerry W. Kopp and he will make them available during 

the convocation for purchase.  

New Business included the undernoted topics and were concluded with a motion in 

favour or the acceptance of the proposal.  

1.  Adonira m Council #15 surrender of Charter: RIC Ken Overy reported that some 

of the Companions were not all that happy about the consideration of 

surrendering the Charter.  It would appear that three candidates have come 

forward and the potential exist that an add itional three may be in the works.  

The Council would prefer not to consider surrendering the Charter with these 

candidates they enough to exist into the future.  They consider moving their 

meeting location from Ladysmith to Nanaimo, BC.  

2.  Grand Council Fina ncial Situation: This is a grave situation and the Grand 

Council cannot continue to work in the red which could lead the spending of 
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any of the funds that have been invested into a savings.  The Grand Treasurer 

pointed out that a $5000.00 Premium Rate Cash able GIC needed to be cashed 

in order to meet the financial needs of the Grand Council.  It was pointed that 

there were a couple of Councils late in making their per capita payments, 

although, the GIC was still needed to help the deficit. Motions were intr oduced, 

some defeated and some carried.  A motion approved by the Executive Council, 

to increase the per capita fees to $16.00 per companion.  A further motion 

maintained the a llowance to Grand Master at $350 0.00, Grand Recorder at 

$1500.00 and the Grand T reasurer at $300.00.  These motions will need to 

ratified by the Grand Council.  

3.  Web Page information: Very little information is on the Grand Councilôs Web 

Page, of particular note was information for this Grand Council Convocation 

which was none existent.   Furthermore , the Webmaster has not been receiving 

any information to place on the site. The incoming Grand Recorder will speak 

to Webmaster and work with him to bring about a productive web -site.  

Consideration will be given to have details for future Gr and Council 

Convocations  -  literature, Constitution & Regulations, Grand Council 

Proceedings and other information be available on the site.  

4.  Donation to IOJD (Jobies) for Flag Presentation: A motion was introduced and 

approved that the IOJD (Jobies) be pre sented $150.00 as a donation for the 

flag presentation.  

5.  Acme Council #1 ï un -Masonic Conduct by a Companion: RIC Ken Overy 

reported on this matter, the companion concerned remains in good standing 

with the Grand Lodge British Columbia and Yukon.  The Compa nion at 

difference with the Companions of his Council and feels that they are not true 

Canadians.  Several attempts were made to speak to the Companion 

concerned with negative results.  He may soon be up for suspension and may 

be the best method to have hi m removed.  Concern was expressed that if 

suspended in one Council might result him trying to affiliate with another 

Council not knowing that he has been suspended.  The concern was soon 

snuffed and assured that the Grand Recorder will report the suspensio n to 

Councils within the jurisdiction.  This is a wait and see.  

6.  Regalia: RIC George Tapley reported that there are some inconstancies with 

the regalia, the Constitution and Regulations need to tighten up identifying the 

regalia standards and that all else will be considered illegal.  It was suggested 

that all regalia should be purchased through the Grand Recorder.  

7.  New look Constitution & Regulations: MIC Don Russell has cleaned up version 

of the Constitution and Regulations.  There is no need for approval a t the Grand 

Council as nothing is being amended, and the only amendments are those that 

have already been approved.  The Executive Committee has given the go 

ahead to make the new look Constitution and Regulations.  The Grand 
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Executive Committee thanked th e work of MIC Don Russell, RIC George Tapley 

and VIC Jerry W. Kopp for taking on this project.  

 

Jerry W. Kopp       Richard Laronde  
Recording Secretary      Deputy Grand Master  

 

VIC Jerry W. Kopp moved the acceptance of this report, it was duly seconded.  

There being no questions, the Grand Master asked for the vote.  MOTION 

CARRIED   

Financial Review (Audit) Report  

I/we have examined the accounts and financial records of Grand Cou ncil of 

Cryptic Rite of Western Canada, R & SM for the year 2015 -2016 and found all 

in order.  No discrepancies or irregularities were found.  

Submitted: RIC David Lewis ï Chairman and RIC Neil Marsh.  

Grand Maste r declared the report received.  

Report of the  Finance Committee  

This committee has reviewed the financial situation for 2015/16 and learned 

that we did not have income sufficient to match our expenditures.  As a result , 

$5000.00 investment had to be cashed to meet our solvency.  Part of the 

problem i s that some Councils fail to remit their annual per capita in a timely 

manner thus leaving a shortage of income.  Another is that our expenditures 

seem to be too high particularly in the honorarium for the Grand Master and 

Grand  Recorder.  These were incre ases  a couple of years ago without a full 

review of the consequences of such increases.  The minutes of a Committee 

meeting are:  

CRYPTIC RITE MASONS OF WESTERN CANADA R & SM MINUTES OF 

FINANCE MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2015 AT CROSS ROADS 

RESTAURANT, ABBOTSF ORD, BC  

In attendance: MIC David Grange ï Grand Master; RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand 

Recorder; RIC Don McMillan ï Grand Treasurer; and RIC A.R. ñKurtò Wensler 

ï Chairman of Finance Committee.  
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The 2014 and 2015 RSM Western Canada Financial Status reports were 

revi ewed.  Copies attached.  

A recommendation of action with alternatives was reviewed.  Copy attached.  

Because of the current financial situation, it was decided:  

Transfer $5000.00 from TD 3 -year Premium Rate Cashable GIC to General 

Account immediately to cove r remainder of this year.  

It was then recommended that the following be presented to Grand Council 

for future consideration.  

1)  Reduce honorarium of Grand Master to $3000.00  ï defeated at Exec Meeting  

2)  Reduce honora rium of Gr  Recorder to $1200.00  ï defeated a t Exec Meeting  

3)  Reduce honorarium of Grand Treasurer to $250.00  ï defeated at Exec Meeting  

4)  For 2017 increase in annual per capita payment to $18.00 per companion  ï 

defeated at Exec Meeting  

 

RIC Ed Wilson  
Grand Recorder ï Nov 13, 2015  

 

Important Note:  
Recommendations #1, #2 & #3 were defeated in the Executive Meeting of 
Friday May 20, 2016 at Chilliwack, BC.  Executive Committee received a 

motion which was carried that the previous honorariums  remain in effect, 
which is GM -  $3750.00; Grand Recorder -  $ 1800.00 and Grand Treasurer -  
$300.00.  

 
Recommendation #4, the same Executive Committee accepted a motion to 

reduce the per capita to $16.00 which amounted to an increase of $4.00 to 
previously set per capita.  Both recommendation s were presented to the 

Gr and Council via the Executive Committee report , there were no questions 
and the report was ratified.  
 

The foregoing recommendations were a result of the following 
information/predictions:  

 
December 31, 2014 Membership =   566*  
(NOT  totally accurate as some Councils had not submitted their annual return and 

in some cases used different starting figures)  
 

2016/17  Membership =     555*  
(Based again on incomplete figures = thus estimated + loss of Adoniram Council)  
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Therefore:  

555 members @ $12.00 per member  =   $6660.00 (Current)  

555 members @ $ 15.00 per member =   $8325.00  

555 members @ $18.00 per member =   $9990.00  

BUT if we reduce expenses by:  

2015 Tota l Expenses =     $8630.00  

GM Honorarium $3500 to $2500 =          -$1000.00  
Gr. Recorder $1800 to $1400 =           -  $400.00  
Gr. Treasurer $300 to $250 =           -  $ 50.00  

 
TOTA L EXPENSE WOULD BE REDUCED TO  $7180.00  

 
The proposed Budget for 2016/17 without the foregoing recommendation s being 
included in below:  

 
                              Plan        Actual       Plan        Actual       Plan         Actual          Plan  

INCOME     2013/14  2013/14  2014/15  2014/15  2015/16   2015/16  2016/17   

From  Investments                                             2251        1500      5010              00  

P TIM Degree         450       240          240           240          300        360             300  

Dispensations          30         40            50             30            50         15               50  

RAM Certif icates     500        50             50            90          100        596             400  

ANN RTN 2014                                                                               6891  

ANN RTNS @ $12  5600    3775         7080         5370        6400        2288           6400  

Constit Sales          200      120           120            28            50           70              50  

Ritual Sales            250      200           200          185          200         285             200  

Sliver Trowel                                                      240          300        360             300  

Fees                                                                    27            25           0               25  

Other Income                                                       85            85           0                0  

Interest                 200        85            85             85            85          60               60  

Grand Session      1000         0           500           268          200            0                0  

Regalia Jewels       150          0           100            64           100        462             225  

 

Totals             8380   4510        8425       8963       9395  16397         8010  
 

EXPENSES     2013/14  2013/14  2014/15   2014/15  2015/16   2015/16  2016/17  

Office Rent            300                 300           300          300           300            300            300  
Hon Recorder     1800              1800          1800        1800         1800          1800           1800  
Hon GM              2700              3750          3750        3750         3750          3750            3500  

Hon G Trea           300               300            300          300           300            300             300  
Proceedings          750               150              50             0             50               0                 0  
Donations  
Bank Chrges         100                 60             60            55             60              60               60  
Postage                40 0               150           500           140           160            230             160  
Office Supplies      160               225           250           262           250            228             240  

Regalia Jewels      500               400           400           600           500           1534             400  
Constitutions                                                                                                                  300  
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Rituals                                                                                      1100          1020                0  

Engraving, etc        30                 15             50            50              50              30               30  
Computer Supply  300               100           100           200            200           200              150  
Recorder Trav      400                400           400           380           400            400              400  

Host Council Adv  150  
Gr Coun Purchas    30                 20             50             54             50              50               50  
Accomodations     450               480           480           480            480            460             460  
 
Totals                 8370           8150          8490         8371        9450          10362         8150  

 

Respectfully submitted: RIC A.R. Wensler, Chairman, RIC A.H. Jesperson  

 

Report of Laws and Jurisprudence  

No i ncidents within this category were reported during the year.  

RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand Recorder  

Dispensations Issued for 2015 - 2016  

ZOPHIEL COUNCIL 13:  To Change April Meeting date to another date.  

REASON: Hall booked.  

BRANDON COUNCIL 10:  Change venue to Portage La Prairie for NOV 17 

meeting.  REASON: Request by Grand Master to 

hold combined meeting with Portage La Prairie:  

RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand Recorder  -  Report accepted  

Grand  Master called upon Deputy District Governor Alex Hart to bring 

greetings from York Rite College of North America and best wishes to a happy 

and successful Convocation.  

Grand Master called upon Eight Eminent Knight Len Pickell, Grand 

Superintendent of Knight Templar Priest to bring greetings and best wishes.  

Report of Grievances and Appeals  

No grievances or appeals were received during the year.  

RIC Ed Wilson ï Grand Recorder  

Report of the Grand Masterôs Address  

Grand Master  turned the gavel over the Deputy Grand Master so that the 

Grand Council can receive the report from the Grand Masterôs Address 
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Committee.  MIC Don Russell and MIC Robert Taylor found nothing in the 

address of concern and congratulated the G rand Master for a good term of 

office.  No motion required the report was received.  The DGM turned the 

gavel back to the Grand Master.  

Report of Honours and Awards  

One recommendation for the Grand Council Service Award was received from 

Zaphon Council 8 f or EC Richard Schafer.  On review of this recommendation 

the award was granted and will be presented.  EC Schafer was not present 

and arrangements will be made a later date.  MIC Len Pickell ï Chairman of 

the Committee asked that this information remain co nfidential until after the 

presentation has been made.  

MIC Len Pickell -  Chairman  

Report of Fraternal Relations & Foreign Correspondence  

Invitations to various other jurisdictions in Canada, USA and Great Britain  

were received, responded to and regrets sent.  Several alterations were made 

to the list of Grand Representatives both ours and theirs with suitable action 

taken in each instance.  

RIC Ed Wilson ï Chairman  

Grand Master declared the report as Received.  

The following Companions who attended the assembly have registered as a 

Grand Representative for their respective jurisdiction:  

   Canada East    D.B. Russell  
   England    J. Gomersall    

   South Australia   B. Johnstone  
   USA ï Arkansas   N. Weller   

   USA ï California   R. Trippell  
   USA ï District of C.   G. Onyemaobi  
   USA ï Hawaii   J. Catala  

   USA ï Idaho    E. Wilson  
   USA ï Indiana   S. Payne  

   USA -  Kentucky   D. Grange  
   USA ï Maine    A. Hart  
   USA ï Minnesota   R. Turner  

   USA ï Montana   L. Pickell  
   USA ï New Hampshire  M. Rogers  

   USA ï New Mexico   B. Chambers  
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   USA ï Nevada   N. Marsh  
   USA ï New York   H. Weaver  

   USA ï Tennessee   P. Devlin  
   USA ï Texas    R. Trippell  

   USA ï Vermont   R. Laronde  
 
Grand Master the Grand Representatives for the ir attendance and asked those that 

have not registered to please register.  
   

Report of the Grand Historian  

Nil  report filed ï no noteworthy historical events took place this past year.  

Grand Master at this point invited RIC Peter Devlin to bring greetings  from the 

Cryptic Rite Masons of Eastern Canada R & SM.  Grand Master thanked RIC 

Devlin for his attendance.  

Report of the Regalia Committee  

The Regalia Committee has a difficult time maintaining a precise record of 

various items in inventory as they are s pread throughout Western Canada.  

Some of the aprons and collars are in relatively poor condition and are ordered 

as soon as reported.  A new GIG apron for Alberta is on order.  It was noted 

the current GIG aprons are apparently not totally correct in that  the square 

and compasses are not in the position stipulated in the Constitution.  This 

anomaly has been brought to the attention of the supplier and  will hopefully 

be corrected.  

Any officer requiring replacement regalia should contact the Grand Recorder 

to make suitable arrangements.  

Submitted by Chairman MIC Ron Beirnes and RIC Ed Wilson.  

Report of the Ritual Committee  

No changes were made to the Ritual during the year.  

Submitted by Chairman RIC Alastair Ross.  

Final Report of the Credentials Committee  

  No. of Councils represented   16  

  No. of Comps from this jurisdiction  54  
  No. of Comps other jurisdictions   4 

  No. of Past Grand Masters   4 
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  No. of TIMs      6 
  No. of DMs      3 

  No. of PCWs      1 
  No. of Visitors registered    4 

  No. of Grand Officer s   16  
  No. of Grand Representatives   16  
  No. of Past TIMs     20  

  Total Number of Companions   58  
 

  Attested by RIC John Laing ï Credentials Chair man  
 
Grand Master received the report and directed that i t be printed in the proceedings 

and thanked the Credential Committee for their commitment and hard -work.  

 

Notices of Motion for 2016  

No Notice of Motions were presented during 2015/2016.  

Submitted by RIC Ed Wilson.  

Motion to Grand Permanent Past Grand Ranks  

I, V IC Jerry Kopp move and seconded by MIC Don  Russell, that the 

following officers of 2015 - 2016 be granted permanent rank as 

follows:  

RIGHT ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANION  

 Victor Byrll    GIG Manitoba  
 Mark Miller    GIG Saskatchewan  

 George Tapley   GIG Alberta  
 Brian Stringer   GIG BC Interior  
 Anthony Brown   GIG BC Lower Mainland  

 Robert McClellan   GIG BC Vancouver Island  
 Don McMillian   Past Grand Treasurer  

 Ed Wilson    Past Grand Recorder  
 
VERY ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANION  

 
 Joel Chiri    Past Grand Chaplain  

 Rick Shelton    Past Grand Captain of the Guard  
 Neil Marsh    Past Grand Conductor of Council  
 Marvyn Rogers   Past Grand Organist  

 John Maloney   Past Grand Marshal  
 Clifford Hardy   Past Grand Steward Manitoba  

 Lenard Cole    Past Grand Steward Saskatchewan  
 Jerry W. Kopp   Past Grand Steward Alberta  
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 Albert Swityk   Past Grand Steward BC Interior  
 Stewart Drever   Past Grand Steward BC Lower Mainland  

 Daniel McCoy   Past Grand Steward BC Vancouver Island  
 Roy Friis    Past Grand Sentinel  

 
MOTION: Carried  
 

Grand Master called upon the Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapte r of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of Washington ï Brian Bechler brought  greetings and at the same 

time bring the greetings the MIC Grand Master of Cryptic Rite Masons for the State 
of Washington.  
 

Grand Master called upon Right Worthy Bro ther Jeremy Gome rsall brought  the 
greetings on behalf of the Most Worthy  Knight -  Grand Master of St. Thomas of Acon 

and the four Chapel s situated in British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Ontario, which 
has two Chapels.  
 

General Business  

The Grand Master summoned the Grand R ecorder to determine whether there 

any General Business to come before this Assembly.  Grand Recorder was not 

aware of any new business.  

Presentation of Honourary Memberships  

Most  Illustrious Companion David Grange ï Grand Master of Cryptic Rite 

Masons of Western Canada R. & SM.  Had the pleasure of bestowing Honourary 

Life Membership on RIC George Bauder ï Deputy Grand Master of the Cryptic 

Rite Masons R & SM of North Central Region of South Dakota.  The second 

presentation was to RIC Steven Dazey ï Deputy Grand Master of the Cryptic 

Rite Masons R & SM of Washington (State).  

Thank Host Council and Organizing Committee  

Grand Master extended thanks to the host Council and the Organizing 

Committee, their efforts have not gone unnoticed, as this has been anothe r 

successful Grand Assembly.  Thank you.  

After the Grand Master thanked the Host and Organizing, he called up Right 

Puissant George Bauder ï Past Grand M aster of the Grand Lodge of South  

Dakota and currently the Deputy Grand Master of the North Central Region of 

Cry ptic Rite Masons R & SM to bring  the greetings of his Grand Master.  
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The Grand Master then called up RIC Steven Dazey ï Deputy Grand Master of 

the State of Washington Cryptic  Rite Masons R & SM brought  greetings of his 

Grand Master.  

Election of 2016 - 2017 Grand Council  

GM:  In accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Constitution, I will 

now conduct the election of officers for 2016 -2017.  

All nominated Companions have su bmitted their Nominations in the proper 

form by the due date of February 15, 2016.  (Article 10(f) refers).  All , have 

subsequently indicated their willingness to serve in the office too which they 

were nominated.  

Since only one nomination was received for  each elected office, namely:  

  Grand Master:    RIC Richard Laronde  
  Deputy Grand Master:   RIC Robert Turner  

  G. Principal Cond of the Work:  RIC Gerald Tetzloff  
  Grand Treasurer:    MIC Donald Russell  

  Grand Recorder:    VIC Jerry W. Kopp   

GM:  I, therefo re declare each of the for e-going Companions elected by 

acclamation.  Election results received and accepted by the assembly.  

The following Grand Inspectors General have been duly elected in their 

respective Districts:  

  Manitoba Dist:    RIC Rick  Porter  (1 0)  

  Saskatchewan Dist:   RIC John Leyshon (13)  
  Alberta Dist:     RIC Les Payne (5)  

  BC Interior Dist:    RIC Richard Trippel (16)  
  BC Mainland Dist:    RIC Bryan Bechler (8)  

  BC Vancouver Is. Dist:   RIC Anthony DôEramo (14) 
 
GM:  In accordance with Articl e 10(j), I now call for nominations for auditors:  

 
GRec:  I nominate RIC George Tapley (3) and VIC Garth Border (3) to be the Auditors 

of the ensuring year.  
 
GM:  Are there any other nominations?  Hearing none, I declare RIC George Tapley 

and VI C Garth Border elected as Auditors for 2016 -2017.  
 

GM:  This concludes the elections for 2016 -2017.  The remaining officers are all 
appointed.  
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INSTALLATION OF GRAND COUNCIL OFFICERS FOR 2016 - 2017  
 

Installing Grand Master MIC Donald Russell; Installing Grand Marshal ï RIC Ed Wilson  
and Installi ng Grand Chaplain .  The following officers were installed/invested:  

 
Office     Name     Installed/Invested  
Grand Ma ster    Richard Laronde    Yes 

Deputy Grand Master   Robert Turner    Yes 
G. Principal Conductor   Gerald Tetzl off    Yes 

Grand Treasurer    Donald Russell    Yes 
Grand Recorder    Jerry W. Kopp    Yes 
GIG Manitoba    Richard Porter    Yes 

GIG Saskatchewan    John Leyshon    Yes 
GIG Alberta     Les Payne     Yes 

GIG BC Interior    Richard Tripell    Yes 
GIG BC Mainland    Bryan Bechler    Yes 
GIG BC Van Island    Tony DôEramo   Yes 

Grand Chaplain    Jack Hooper     No 
Grand Captain of the Guard  Lief Hansen     No 

G Conductor of the Work   Bert Chambers    No 
Grand Organist    Marvyn Rogers    Yes 

Grand Marshal    Stan Payne     Yes 
Grand Stewart MB    Neil McMillan     No 
Grand Stewart SK    Stewart Hamill    No 

Grand Stewart AB    Doug Turigan    Yes 
Grand Stewart BC Interior  Fred Meades     Yes 

Grand Stewart BC Mainland  Zic Kowarsky    No 
Grand Stewart BC Van Island  Jimmy Catala    Yes 
Grand Sent inel    Richard Gutfriend    No 

Grand Historian    Trevor Lambert    No 
Proclamation made by the Installing Grand Marshal.  The Grand Installing Officer 

thanked all for their cooperation.  
 

 

Grand Council 2016 - 2017 Grand Council Committees  

Grand Recorder read out the following list:  

1.  Grand Executive:    All elected Officers (GM, DGM,  

GPCW, Gr. Trea, & Gr. Rec)  

2.  Financial Review (Audit):  George Tapley & Garth Border  

 

3.  Finance:      Don Murray & David Boone  

 

4.  Laws & Jurisprudence:   Don Russell & George Tapley  
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5.  Warrants  & Dispensations:  Grand Recorder Jerry Kopp  

 

6.  Grievances & Appeals:   Leif Hansen & David Boone  

 

7.  Condition of the Rite:   Robert Tu r ner & Jerry Kopp  

 

8.  Honours & Awards:   Len Pickell & David Grange  

 

9.  Ritual:      Ed Wilson  

 

10.  Fraternal Dead:    Grand Chaplain Jack H ooper  

 

11.  Historian:     Gr. Historian Trevor Lambert  

 

12.  Fraternal Relations:   Gr. Recorder Jerry Kopp  

 

13.  GM Address:    Gr. Treasurer Don Russell  

 

14.  Website     Webmaster Jim Whyte  

 

15.  Grand Assembly 2017 & Credentials, Winnipeg, MB  

Chairman: Al Christoffersen and Asst.  Richard Porter  

GRAND MASTERôS MESSAGE 

Companions:  

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for making this a very special 

day.  I am honoured to be your Grand Master.  To all Companions, and 

especially those who have been in these shoes before me, the  Officers and I 

pledge to do our best to continue the tradition of service to Cryptic Rite.  We 

know that we can rely on your help, counsel and support and that you will be 

there for us as you have been in the past.  

I, like many of you, love Royal Arch, Cr yptic Rite and Preceptory.  We in York 

Rite are all dependent on each other.  We need to support each other in order 

to survive and prosper. This is not new, not rocket science, but reality.  My 

theme this year is ñSupport York Riteò. 
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We all take Masonry s eriously but our Immediate Past Grand Master (IPGM) 

David Grange was so right when he stated ñwe need to have fun doing itò.  

Practicing our Craft, having fun, and supporting each other as a Fraternity can 

only strengthen our beloved organization.  

I challe nge all of the Offices and especially our Grand Inspectors General (GIG) 

to strive towards these goals in this coming year.  I look forward to meeting 

you all on my visits and sharing my thoughts with you.  

Communications, Convocations and Assem blies provid e all of us a challenge  

to rejuvenate and re -energize.  It provides opportunity to discuss business, 

plan, and make out organization stronger.  The friendships we develop, the 

people we meet are all treasures we will hold in our hearts.  If we are to 

succe ed in the future , we need to have our Companions come and join us in 

our yearly Assemblies.  To my Officers, I challenge you all to promote and 

encourage our Companions and their Ladies to come to Manitoba, April 26 & 

27, 2016 in Winnipeg for our next Asse mbly.  Plans are made . . . you will 

have a great time . . .  and bring your ladies because Brenda has a Ladies 

Program waiting for you.  

Make it a vacation; you wonôt be disappointed. 

I know I will miss some but please accept my sincere gratitude for all t hose 

that made the Chilliwack Assembly one that I will never forget.  TO MIC Len 

Pickell, thank you for doing my Installation.  You know how much that meant 

to me.  To MIC Don Russell and his Installation team, Thank you.  TO Rick & 

Peggy Porter thank you for making the journey from Manitoba.  We have 

travelled many miles together and your support is very special to me.  Stan 

Payne, thank you for coming from Winnipeg and thank you for your  support.  

As Grand Marshall, I know that we can host a great Assembl y in Winnipeg 

next year and your essential to making that happen.  To George Bauder, who 

came all the way from South Dakota, thank you . . . this is evidence of the 

friendships we make over the years.  I hope you enjoyed your holiday in 

Canada and you know  that I, and hopefully others will attend South Dakota 

York Rite session in Sioux Falls, SD September 15 ï 17, 2016.  

 To everyone involved in Cryptic Rite Masonry my sincere thank you.  

  Happy to meet, Sorry to part, Happy to meet again.  
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To my good Lady Br enda, and all the ladies that support our endeavors, we 

love you and could never do it without your love and support.  

Fraternally,  

MC Richard Laronde, Grand Master 2016 -2017  

 

                    

Most Illustrious Companion Richard Laronde  

Grand Council Assemblie formally closed at 2:30 PM.  
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           RIC Robert Turner                                         RIC Gerald Tetzloff  

 Deputy Grand Master         Grand Conductor of the Work  

GRAND LODGE OF ROYAL ARK MARINERS OF WESTERN CANADA  

The Lodge  was opened at 2:42 PM by Grand Worthy Commander Noah MIC 

David Grange.  Only order business is the installation/investiture of officers 

for 2016/2017.  (NOTE: The constitution does not require any election as it 

provides that the officers of R & SM of Western Canada assume the 

counterpart officers in Royal Ark Mariners.  

MIC Donald Russell P/Grand Installing Commander N oah ï installing Grand 

Commander Noah ; RIC Ed Wilson Grand Installing Marshal.  The following 

Officers were installed/invested:  

Office    Name    Installed/Invested  

Gr. Comm. Noah   Richard Laronde    Yes 
Gr. SW (J)    Robert Turner    Yes 
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Gr. JW (S)    Gerald Tetzloff    Yes 
Gr. Treasurer   Donald Russell    Yes 

Gr. Scribe    Jerry W. Kopp    Yes 
Gr. Dir. Of Ceremonies  Lief Hansen     No 

Gr. Senior Deacon   Bert Chanbers    No 
Gr. Junior Deacon   Stan Payne     Yes 
Gr. Chaplain    Jack Hooper     No 

Gr. Guardian    Richard Gutfriend    No 
Gr. Warder    Jimmy Cat ala    Yes 

 
Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners was closed at 3:15 PM.  
 

THE DEGREE OF THRICE ILLUSTRIOUS MASTER  
(Order of the Silver Trowel)  

 
Thrice Illustrious Master   MIC Donald Murray  

Senior Warden    VIC Jerry W. Kopp  
Junior Warden    RIC Peter Devlin  

Steward     VIC Les Payne   
King      RIC John Maloney  
Prelate     RIC George Tapley  

 
The Degree was conferred on:  

 
Bruce Allan     Acme #14    

Allan Akehurst    Zenith #16  
Kim Wilmer     Zenith #16  
John Young     Zaphon #8  

Roy Friis     Zaphon #7  
Tony DôEramo   Acm e #14  

Steven Dazey    Council Washington  
David Didley     Cascade #18  
Glen n Akselson    Cascade #18  
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Grand R epresentatives  

Grand Council to theirs   Jurisdiction    Counterpart from theirs  

DB Russell     Canada East    WJ Parsons  
RO Beirnes     Canada Ontario    DC Dockstader  
J Gomersall     England    PG Williams  
AR Wenslar     Germany    J Henderson  
C Hartmier     Israel     E. Ayalon  

     Phillipine    NVA Go  
W Spek      Romania     
D McDonald     Scotland    ST Geddes  
B Johnstone     South Australia     
Neil Weller     USA ï AK       
     USA ï AL   BR Haller  
G Kickbush     USA ï AR   AG Hodge  

R Armitage     USA ï AZ   VJ Krone   
R Trippel     USA ï CA   DJ Spencer  
A Christoffersen    USA ï CO   PD Dumont    
     USA ï CT   ES Eby  
G Onyemaobi     USA ï DC   K Acqua ah  
H von Czarnowski    USA ï DE   FR Smith  

DS Carriere     USA ï FL   Mercer     
     USA ï GA   DC Rickett    
MP Raynor     USA ï HI      
     USA ï IA    AJ Hughes  
E Wilson     USA ï ID    KW Gist   
G Porter     USA -  IL    FJ Thompson     
S. Payne     USA ï IN    RK Smith   

R Johnson     USA ï KS   EF Cleaver  
D Grange     USA ï KY   WG Thompson  
     USA -  LA   WH Morris    

     USA ï MA   LH Cudworth, Jr    
     USA ï MD   CB Morris  
A Hart      USA ï ME   MA Wiener  
     USA ï MI    MS Roberts  

R Turner     USA ï MN   DL Briggs  
     USA ï MO   ML Quesenberry  
     USA ï MS   L. Reeves  
L Pickell     USA ï MT 
     USA ï NC   J Mills  
K Colenutt     USA ï ND   DJ Eck  

D Lewis      USA ï NE   RL Williams  
M Rogers     USA ï NH   FH Heuss  
     USA ï NJ   KC Worrell  
B Chambers     USA -NM   RL Haupert  
N Marsh     USA ï NV   De Cauch  

D McMillan     USA ï NY   LE Walker  
H Weaver     USA ï OH   JT Couch  

K McKenzie     USA ï OK   WL Keeling  
GW Eaton     USA ï OR   C Brooks  
E Weigelt     USA ï PA   KT Seay  
A Rollo      USA ï RI    JC Barsoum  
     USA ï SC   JF Gilliland  
K White      USA ï SD   R Lee  
P Devlin     USA ï TN   C Thames  

R Trippell     USA ï TX   DO Sutton  
R Shillito     USA ï UT   KE Nickols  




